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<Abstract>

The Charlie Hebdo Incident and Minorities in France:
Muslims, Jews, and the French Republic

Dahn Park

This article deals with Muslims and Jews as minorities in France
and with the French Republic in order to analyse the cause of the
Charlie Hebdoincident. The debate regarding freedom of expression
versus respect for other religions was among the most prevalent
explanations offered by the mass media, along with issues related
to second-generation Muslim immigrants of Maghreb descent in
France. This article tries to reinterpret the historical context of
this incident considering Muslims and Jews as minorities in France.
I argue that French society should consider not only the domestic
problems, such as its multiculturalist policies and the enforcement of
laicité principle in schools, but also the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
in the Middle East in order to prevent future incidents such as
the Charlie Hebdo attack. I emphasize that the French government
felt remorseful for their involvement in the Holocaust and that this
remorse, it led to French society’s discrimination against Muslims,
which in turn seems to have caused these incidents.
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