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{Abstract)

A Happy Individual Rather Than a Proud Korean:
An Oral Life-History of Female Korean Diaspora in Tiibingen, Germany

Yook, YoungSoo

This article intends to historicize the oral life-story of a Korean female
diaspora (Ms. Oh) who migrated to Germany in 1974 as assistant nurse.
Born in Japan 1942, Ms. Oh became an orphan and in 1948 returned to
Jeju Island, home base of her parents, Her grandmother-in-law had
taken care of Ms. Oh until she left for independence at the age of 17.
She worked at garment factories in Busan and Seoul. She married, gave
birth to two daughters, and divorced. In 1972 Ms. Oh obtained the
license of assistant nurse and in 1974 was dispatched to Germany.
Working at Stuttgart general hospital, she met there German gentleman
and re-married him. Thereafter, she changed her career from nurse to
skin care cosmetics & hair dresser, Ms. Oh had run her own business
for 30 years. Reflecting a half-century residence in Germany, she
appreciates the grateful ‘German System’ and cherishes happy
memories—not as a proud Korean but as a survived individual.

The article concludes by emphasizing three new & important
perspectives in a historiography of migration and diaspora studies. (1)
This case study, primarily based on oral interviews with Ms. Oh,
discloses the fallacy and short-comings of dominant discourse which
tends to homogenize a diverse spectrum of Korean diaspora according to
excessive Korean nationalism. (2) This oral life story presents a kind of
‘public history’ written by a subaltern who belonged to neither
Korean community nor German main stream. Ms. Oh’ s isolated marginal
social status paradoxically becomes power and authority for her to
liberate unique desires and alternative voices uncontaminated by
stereotyped prejudices. (3) This article consists not exclusively of a solo
recollection of protagonist (Ms. Oh), but collaboration of other family
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members. A bitter and sweet ‘Family Romance’ portrayed by three
generations of Ms. Oh’ s extended family tree will shed a new light on
what an ideal family model should be in the age of globalization and
multi-cultural society.
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